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UM ENROLLMENT SETS RECORD 
HEAD COUNT TOPS 9,100
MISSOULA—
Despite a nationwide drop in the number of traditional college-age students, 
the University of Montana this fall has recorded its highest enrollment ever.
The official count through the last day of registration was 9,101, up 2.6 percent 
from last fall and 217 students higher than the previous record of 8,884.
President Neil Bucklew attributed the increase to greater public awareness 
of the advantages of a comprehensive university like UM.
"We've been doing a better job of letting Montanans know what we're all 
about," said Bucklew. "In today's rapidly changing job market, job-related training 
alone can't keep pace, so our mix of academic and professional opportunities gives 
us a real advantage.
"Our graduates are not only well trained, they're versatile and able to 
adapt and educate themselves."
Asked if the depressed economy contributed to the increase, Bucklew said,
"Only in that it underscores the value of a college education.
"When things are booming the advantages of college are less apparent. When 
jobs are hard to find, it's more apparent that college graduates have an edge."
According to UM Registrar Phil Bain, the enrollment figures support Bucklew's 
analysis. The number of new freshmen and transfer students changed little from last 




"People who have been working appear to account for most of the increase," 
said Bain.
The size of the enrollment, adjusted for credit hours taken, provides the 
basis for state funding of the University. Adjusted enrollment in 1981-82 was 
99 full-time students higher than projected by the Legislature.
"We haven't calculated F.T.E. (full time equivalent) enrollment yet," said 
Bain, "but it looks like we'll be even further over our funded enrollment this 
year."
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